The subject of syphilitic synovitis in children has not received the attention it deserves from medical and surgical writers, and the importance of the condition entitles it to a much wider recognition than has hitherto been accorded to it. It is generally regarded as 
recognition than has hitherto been accorded to it. It is generally regarded as an affection of great rarity, and in the textbooks on diseases of children it is either completely ignored, or the subject is summarily disposed of, with the statement that such a condition is occasionally, but very rarely met with. In a recently published monograph on the syphilitic manifestations of early life, only half a dozen lines are devoted to a consideration of syphilitic synovitis.
In 1853, Richet first drew attention to the occurrence of inflammation of the joints in syphilitic patients, and since that time articles on the subject have been contributed by Virchow, Lancereaux, Voisin, Clutton, Bowlby, Howard Marsh, and Jonathan Hutchinson, senior and junior, and accounts of cases are to be found scattered through the medical journals.
Morgan, who in 1895 wrote a paper on this subject, stated that he had only been able to discover one pathological specimen of syphilitic arthritis in London, in the museum of St Bartholomew's Hospital. The 
